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orders with the advice of the aforesaid captains. I held a general
rally of the inhabitants of the city, at which the commander and
captains of the galleys were present, and in this council the plan of
defence we should follow was determined upon. It was unanimously
resolved that the galleys should not leave the harbour. It was so
set forth and agreed to, as will appear from the record of the pro-
ceedings which was kept. We believed that our united strength was
sufficient to defend the city.
On the 24th of the said month an advice-boat came in from La
Yaguana which brought the news that Captain Francis had taken
and sacked the city of Santo Domingo. In a frigate sent solely for the
purpose, I forwarded this news to Tierra Firme and sent also that
brought by the House of Trade's advice-boat from Spain. They
received these despatches and I had an acknowledgement of the
receipt.
From there (p. 2) they wrote me that they were advising Peru and
New Spain, although from La Yaguana they told me that they had
also warned Havana and Mexico. Later I received a letter from the
governor at Havana saying they had reported the loss of Santo
Domingo to Spain. So also to Santa Marta and to Rio de la Hacha
I sent word of the loss of Santo Domingo and warning that the enemy
intended to visit all this coast.
On February 15 arrived Don Francisco Maldonado, burgher of
Rio de la Hacha. He had been in Santo Domingo when the English-
man took the place and assured us that the Englishman intended to
attack this city and that he had 30 ships and ten pinnaces and in
them 5000 men.
This news so very greatly disheartened the citizens and soldiers
that it became necessary to assemble all the people in the cathedral
and encourage them with the best words that could be addressed
to them. Nevertheless, from that day I observed that they were very
much afraid; indeed, so much so that had I fulfilled my obligation
not to lose credit with Your Majesty I would have abandoned the
city, for I saw in the people the weakness they were to exhibit when
the test came. I set everything aside in order to serve Your Majesty.
On Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, Your Majesty's second
advice-boat came in, and while its master was at noon delivering
Your Majesty's despatch to me, the mounted look-out I had posted
four leagues from this city arrived to say that the Englishman's
fleet was approaching, and it was sighted immediately. Forthwith
I ordered the alarm to be sounded and sallied upon the beach with
all the foot and horse, that the enemy might see our full strength.